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OUR 2016
KINDNESS AMBASSADORS
Dr. Tobin discusses our school-wide theme.
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Andrew Sheridan brings the
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village in Africa

Our alums are doing
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new and continued traditions
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GOODBYE, MS. DIPAOLO

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL
The St. Bernadette
School spirit continues to thrive. We
enthusiastically embrace our goal of
providing a positive
and nurturing Catholic atmosphere in
which our children
acquire important
academic and learning skills to propel them
successfully into the future. Just as importantly, we guide our students to grow into
caring and empathetic individuals who will
make important contributions to others.
This year a major focus at St. Bernadette
School is on promoting kindness in our
school. Throughout the school year we teach,
reinforce, and encourage kindness in all that
we do. Each month a different trait related to
kindness will be emphasized, including courage, gratitude, generosity, empathy, compassion, responsibility, and perseverance. School
wide, our teachers and students wear Kindness Counts buttons, 6th graders are Kindness Ambassadors, and parents received
Kindness Counts Magnets for their homes. An
interactive Kindness Tree has been painted in

the cafeteria and students will fill this tree
with visible signs of their acts of kindness. We
started the school year focusing on manners—direct eye contact when speaking with
others, offering greetings to others, and using
words such as please, thank you, you’re welcome, and excuse me. As St. Teresa said,
“Spread love wherever you go. Let no one
ever leave you without leaving happier!”
Also, this year we begin each school day at
8:00 a.m. in the gymnasium with a Morning
Gathering of kindergarten through eighth
grade. This is a time for our students, teachers, and staff to come together to begin our
day with prayer. At the Morning Gathering
we pray for the intention of the day, our
monthly theme is emphasized, and a birthday
prayer is said for students celebrating their
special day. This has been a beautiful way to
begin our day together.

We congratulate Ms.
Marilyn DiPaolo on
her recent retirement
after 38 years of
teaching.
Ms. DiPaolo served as part of the St. Bernadette
faculty for 18 years. Many students over the
years have benefitted from the high standards
that she set, and have enjoyed the relationships
that she has built with them. She will be missed
here, but we wish her great enjoyment and

IT’S BEEN REAL!

Due to the great efforts of our Home and
School Association in this past May’s Walk-AThon, funds that were raised allowed us to
purchase an additional 30 iPads. Last year,
after we improved our wireless infrastructure, these wireless devices were in demand
throughout the school. IPads are a part of
instruction in many subject areas and utilized

KINDNESS COUNTS

Kindness Ambassador
Pledge
We promise to work with our
classmates in a respectful manner
as we promote kindness at
St. Bernadette School.
We will support each other as we
take risks to try out new ideas
and skills. We will listen to each
other’s ideas and feelings.
We will work to build a spiritcentered community at
St. Bernadette School as we say
YES to God’s call in our lives.
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Sixth graders taking their Kindness Ambassador Pledge

www.st-bernadette.org 610-789-7676

2016-2017 STUDENT COUNCIL
Our 2016-2017 Student Council Officers and Class Representative were inSpring 2014ducted at our October School Mass.
They have been hard at work leading

Top Row (L-R): Sarah Hurd, Brooke Quinn, Clare Kelly, Raymond Zepka, Andrew Flanagan,
Jack Grant, Nicholas Yuknek, Liam Blaney, Lizzy Hennessy.
Bottom Row (L-R): Liam Walsh (President), Dominic Richetti (Vice President), Zach Genther
(Secretary), Eric Genther (Treasurer)

Father Papa blessing the pins

ST. BERNADETTE
Last spring, three teams from St. Bernadette School participated in the
Delaware County Intermediate Unit STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) Design Challenge at Delaware County Technical High
School in Aston. Sixty-five teams from local schools competed.
St. Bernadette fifth graders Bridget Grazel, Lizzy Hennessy, Catherine
McDonald, and Juliana Rodriguez won third place.
Each team was challenged to design a building at least 1 meter tall that
could hold weight and be environmentally friendly.
“The students in fourth and fifth grade were very excited to begin the
STEM Project at school. Their creativity was
evident throughout the entire project,” said
fourth grade teacher Lisa Carney. She and fifth
“Their creativity grade teacher Sarah Berghardt worked on the
was evident
challenge with all of the fourth and fifth grade
throughout the
students, broken up into teams, for several
entire project.”
months using K’Nex building sets. Two fifth grade
teams and one fourth grade team were chosen
to participate in the actual challenge. “It was
difficult for us to choose teams to participate in
the DCIU STEM Design Challenge. The Challenge was a wonderful experience for the parents, teachers, and especially the students. There were
teams from all over Delaware County exhibiting their projects. What an
awesome event! I am so proud of the students that participated,” Mrs. Carney said.
www.st-bernadette.org 610-789-7676

2016 STEM Team

2016 third place STEM Challenge winners.
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT: ANDREW SHERIDAN ‘05
For the past year, Andrew Sheridan has
been teaching in a remote village in the
southwestern region of Africa as part of
his service to the Peace Corps. Last
spring, his family spearheaded a book
drive at St. Bernadette School (his three
youngest siblings are students here).

and Texas, and that it’s impossible that
you aren’t friends with Chris Brown, JayZ or Rhianna.

Spring 2014
Beacon: What is your biggest challenge?

Andrew (Class of 2005) was happy to
answer our questions about
his
experience and share the impact of the
book donations that were sent.
Beacon: What’s the name of the
program?
Andrew: The program I work in is called
the Secondary and Upper Primary
Education Project (SUPEP). There are
other areas volunteers in Namibia work rest of my day cooking, reading and
in as well, such as the health sector, whatever else needs to be done.
working on HIV/AIDS projects.
Beacon: What has surprised you the
Beacon: Where are you staying? most about the village and people?
Andrew: I live in the village of Andrew: There are a ton of things that
Kamanjab in the Kunene Region here in are surprising about people and living
Namibia. The closest town is about 160 here, so here are some of my favorites/
km away, though most food and most interesting:
supplies I need can be found here - If you ask most people, their favorite
locally. Namibia, and especially the area place to be is the farm. Learners,
I live in, is centered economically around teachers, pretty much the whole town
farming. Most people work on farms clears out in December. They leave the
raising goats, sheep and cows (it’s much comforts of running water, electricity,
too dry to grow anything), which has and easy access to groceries to hang out
been difficult in recent years due to in the shade, watch the goats and cows
drought.
and just relax for six weeks.
Beacon: Can you describe your typical
day for us?
Andrew: I wake up and have to be at
school by 7:00. I teach grade 7 English,
about 4 classes a day, which makes the
day go by pretty quickly. Right now we
are trying to finish “Holes” by Louis
Sachar and the kids really like it. After
school I usually hang around to help
learners with library books, homework
or anything else they need. Afternoons
are for study period or clubs, depending
on the day. I run a small debate club
and Window of Hope, which is a lot of
coloring, singing, games and stories
about topics like having good friends
and avoiding peer pressure. After that I
walk home (around 5 pm). I spend the
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- Another thing is people here believe
strongly in the paranormal and
supernatural. All you have to do is
mention demons, witch doctors, the
Illuminati, or even people with the
ability to turn into animals, and you
might find yourself in a 40 minute
conversation with anecdote after
anecdote on the subject.
- As for sports, nobody here has any
idea who LeBron James, Tom Brady or
Cam Newton are. Everyone has a soccer
team they root for, as well as rugby and
cricket (which, despite my best efforts, I
still
cannot
comprehend).

- Finally, people here think the United
States consists of New York, California

Andrew: My biggest challenge is getting
learners motivated to work hard and
learn. Many of my students have
complicated or difficult situations at
home. They might be 15 but in charge
of their younger siblings. Their parents
might work on the farm for most of the
year, some are orphans or vulnerable
children. Because they don’t always
have someone motivating or checking
up on their schoolwork, it’s a huge effort
to get some of the
learners just to
open their
copybooks. It takes
a great deal of
patience, but it’s
definitely worth it.

Beacon: How did your students react to
the books?
Andrew: The kids LOVE the books.
They come to me every day trying to get
a new one. Most kids here don’t have
very diverse options when it comes to
entertainment here besides soccer and
playing with tires. My learners and I are
incredibly grateful for all the hard work
that went into getting them here, and
we are working on providing them to as
many learners as possible. I am sure
they will inspire and entertain the
children here for many years to come.

ALUMNI NEWS AND NOTES
THESE TEACHERS KNOW BERNIES!

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2016!

WELCOME BACK CLASS OF 1966

Did you know that
three of our teachers
and one of our teacher
assistants are alums?

Pictured Clockwise:
Paula (Marturano) Nenna ‘63 (1st)
Joanne (McCabe) Gallagher ‘73 (3rd)
Erin Redding ‘06 (3rd)
Carolyn (Sexton) Frank ‘76 (PreK 3)
They teach many of our alums’
children and grandchildren.

A few alums from 1966 joined us for the 2016 graduation ceremony. From left to right are: Mary Jane Black, Patricia Devlin,
Paul Mulholland, Kathleen Costello Murphy, Mary Jayne

CLASS NEWS AND NOTES
IN MEMORY OF ...
This past March, we lost a pillar of
our school and parish community,
Mrs. Charlotte McCann.
Mrs. McCann was a beloved teacher
at St. Bernadette and continued her
service as a dedicated volunteer at
our school. Her four children, all
alumni,
graciously
encouraged
donations to our school in Mrs. McCann’s memory. As a
result, we received almost $15,000 in tuition assistance—a
true testament to the many lives Mrs. McCann touched.
Thank you to Mr. McCann, Edward, Jr., William, Maureen,
and Kathleen. We will keep your families in our prayers.

All-Class Reunion: Fall 2018
Keep an eye out for details in the coming months (be sure to
join our email list on our website—under Alumni).
Class of 2012
We are so proud of Bridget Boylan, May Henessy (Archbishop
Carroll), Morgan McGillian, and Maria Piccone (BonnerPrendie) who were ranked in the top 5% of their high school
graduating classes.
Class of 2011
Alyssa Monaghan: was named Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Week
for her performances early in January.
Class of 1974
Gene Ferraiolo: Along with Joe DeBarberie (father of alums) led the 2nd Annual St . Bernie’s/St. Dot’s Ryder Cup golf
tournament this past fall to raise funds for both schools.
Class of 1967
Dr. Thomas P. Loughran, Jr. made headlines for making great
strides in treating patients with a rare form of leukemia.
Send your class notes to cbellwoar@stbl.org

www.st-bernadette.org 610-789-7676
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OUR COMMUNITY OF SUPPORTERS
Thank you to the following Alumni, Parishioners, Parents of Current Students & Alumni, Grandparents & Friends who have so generously given to St. Bernadette School. Last year we raised more than $30,000 in donations. Help us reach our $40,000 goal! You can send
a gift using the enclosed envelope or go to www.st-bernadette.org, “Supporting SBS”, then “Donate.”

Spring 2014

St. Bernadette Grotto Guild
(Gifts $2,500-$5,000)

St. Bernadette’s Circle

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Cleary ‘71 in
memory of Thomas R. Cleary

(Gifts $1,000-$2,499)

Family Gift from James & Linda
DeFrancesco Eastwood ’61, Erica ‘86,
Jimmy ‘90, & Brooke ’93
David Miller ‘62
Cecelia Smith ‘63
Ed & Karen Stefanski & Family ‘68

The Toscani Family Foundation
Donna Walker ‘57

Friends of SBS
(Gifts $500-$999)

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Bennicoff
Ms. Rosa Gatti ‘64
Gary & Patricia Holloway ‘69

Mr. & Mrs. Morgan Churchman ‘82

William Mattiace ‘86
Kathleen Costello Murphy ’66
in memory of Richard V. & Mary M.
Costello

Mr. & Mrs. William Glynn ‘68 in memory
of Thomas and Sara Glynn
John Nash ‘60 in memory of deceased
members of the Nash Family
Edward & Karen Salvitti ‘72

MANY THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS:

Bonner & Prendergast
High School
Robert J. Radano and Associates

Pagano’s Italian Specialties
Ruffenach Funeral Homes
ShopRite at Drexeline
St. Bernadette CYO
State Road Builders Supply Co.
Wawa

GOLD SPONSORS

BRONZE SPONSORS

Baratta, Russell
& Baratta, P.C.
Lambert & Associates
McNichol, Byrne &
Matlawski
Ed Quintus, State Farm Agent
Merion Mercy Academy

A. Marinelli & Sons, Inc.
Anthony’s Restaurant
Beatty Lumber
Bob’s Furniture
Bruno’s Service Center
Paul J. Cannataro, CPA
Carpinello Orthodontics
Civera’s Deli
Anthony L. Cook, DMD &
Patricia D. Gutsche, DMD
Olivia Doyle
Flynn & O’Hara Uniforms, Inc.
Horizon Services
V.J. Marchese Inc., Guild
Opticians
McDonald’s Pilgrim Gardens
Northeastern Music Programs
Penn Valley Chemical Co.
Radomile Family Dental Care
Towne Cleaners
Wiemer Family Podiatry

PLATINUM SPONSORS
Our Annual Turkey Trot has continued to grow year after year.
Thank you to our generous sponsors and volunteers!
Last year the event raised more
Jessica Marinelli, Class of 1994, has
become a favorite runner—she
always shows her Bernie’s Pride.

ARE YOU A BUSINESS OWNER?
Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) is a tax credit
that many businesses in Pennsylvania are eligible to receive.
Through a scholarship foundation (such as BLOCS), this tax
money can be designated to go directly to St. Bernadette
School to help offset tuition for students who otherwise
would not be able to attend our wonderful school. Ask your
accountant if your business qualifies. If so, please designate
your
credit to St. Bernadette School.

“The program provides
significant tax advantages for

SILVER SPONSORS
Auntie Anne’s
Cardinal O’Hara
GIANT
HGS ProSeal, Inc.
JM Welding
PA House of Representatives:
Jamie Santora
PECO
Oleander Films
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McBride Family in
memory of Richard
McBride
Anonymous gift in
memory of Marie & Ed- Patricia Frugoli McCoy
‘59 in memory of Harry
ward M. Baker
Miriam Andruszko, ‘76 & Rose Frugoli
Helen Forgione McDowRobert K. Barry, 63
ell ’59 in memory of
Bridget Denney
Adolph & Rose Forgione
Bonner ‘87
Stefanie Leone
Richard Bennett ‘70
McFadden ’70 in
Joseph P. Boyle ’83
memory of Peter &
Jay Burke ’71
Mr. & Mrs. Paul DiBona Marie Leone
Mr. & Mrs. Frank
Thomas Donaher
McGovern
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin
William McIntyre ’71 in
Dougherty ’75
memory of Eugen
Margaret Hoey
McIntyre Jr.
DuFrayne, ‘67
John McLaughlin, ‘60
Frank J. Durant in
Jane Mingey, ‘72
memory of Marie
Dr. John R. Mingey, ‘69
Durant
Mary Jayne Mulholland Mr. & Mrs. William
Mulholland ’60
Dwyer ’66
Eloise Mullen ’70 in
Martin and Susan
honor of the outstand(Graham ‘80) Farrell
ing education my great
Leo Fischer, ‘59
Mary Ann Gasparro ‘59 nephews are receiving
Thomas Murray ‘65
Catherine Glatts ’69
Angela Angelucci
Michael Glatts, ’77
Naughton in memory
Mr. Bob Goldberg in
of Fileno & Bianca
memory of Thomas &
Angelucci and Peter &
Mary Contino
Julia Naughton
Mr. & Mrs. Francis
Eric
J. Niehaus, ‘61 in
Gormley ‘65 in
memory of Frank & Jo- memory of Sr. Patricia
Mary
sephine Gormley
Organ
Family
Tim & Mary Hennessy
Pappas
Family John ‘74
Danny & Linda Kelly
and Roseann, Olivia ‘07,
Adrian R. King
Anna ‘09
Jean & Bob Koroly ’60
Janice
Toscani Petersen
Norman A. Kropp ’60 in
’66
in
memory
of
memory of Robert
Frances Toscani
Kropp ‘53
Owen J. Patterson ‘72
Joe Lang ’60
John R. Patterson, MD
Mr. & Mrs. T. C.
in memory of Margaret
Lewandowski in
M.
memory of Jean
Patterson
Lewandowski
Paul
Peterson, ‘87
John Lotka ’84 in
memory of James Lotka The Quintus Family: Lisa
(Saulino) ’81, Sarah
Martyn Family
’11,
Tom and Maureen Masi
Emily ‘13
in memory of Ray
Judith Amoroso
Anduszko
Rabik ’74
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony

Blue & White Club
(Gifts $100-$499)

Richetti
of Jim Doyle
Felix & Sarah Saulino
Helen Katubi
Mr. & Mrs. John
Cubbage ‘57
Savarese ‘73
James DeFruscio, ‘94
Mr. & Mrs. Paul
Armand Del Buono, Jr.
Savarese
Diane Harnett
Spring
2014‘62
Schreiber Family
Denney
Robert ‘61 & Nora
Frank & Anne Doherty
Cellini Serpente ’62 in John M. Eller
honor of Cellini &
Dutkiewicz Family
Serpente Families
Daniel Fischer, ‘60
Joseph Sheeran
Anne Gengenbach
Helene Shovlin in
Diane Gibbs in memory
memory of Susan
of Jane McCaffrey ‘65
Shovlin Glennon ‘84 and Richard Halliwell ’59
Neil Shovlin
Rosemary F. Hamm in
Maryjo Sireci ‘76
memory of James
The Spellman Family:
Hamm
Maura '11; Neve '14
Mildred M. Hart in
Maryfrances
memory of Robert F.
Stulginsky ’65
Hart
Bill & Margaret Sullivan Virginia Cerelli Hart ‘57
Joe & Tara (Sullivan ‘82) Dan Hilferty, ‘69 in
Sweeney
memory of Stephen
Lawrence Talbot ‘60 in
Hilferty
memory of Sister
Adair Hartnett
Catherine Regina
Houston, ‘60
Kenneth Vassallo ‘75
Jason Komasz
Leslie Vassallo ‘64
Laverghetta Family
Lawrence Talbot ‘60
Consuelo Lopez
Philip A. White, ‘69
Patricia StullDolores Winner
Lunkenheimer ‘65
Ann Wood, ‘55
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Malloy
Barbara Buonanno
Marchese ‘68
Andria Mariani ‘90
Anita Sabatino
St. Bernadette
Martinelli, ‘79
Patrons
Joe Maurer ’60
(Gifts up to $99)
Ellen McDonald ‘68 in
Justine C. Baker, Ph.D. memory of James P.
Patricia Baekstrom ‘72 McDonald ‘67
Mr. & Mrs. Robert
Jane McGinness in
Bennett ‘60
memory of John J.
Steve Bennett, ‘64
McGinness
H. William Bonekat
Helen McKenna
Richard Cahill, ‘61
Barbara Flynn Mulgrew,
Steven Clement, ‘02
’67 in memory of Joseph
Francis R. Coyne, Jr. in and Catherine Flynn
memory of Coach Bob Marykate Murphy ‘89
Gregg
Honora Nicholson, RSM
Patricia Mullen Coyne, Joseph O’Brien, ‘67
‘68 in memory of James Mary Kathleen O’Conand Eleanor Mullen
nell, ‘89 in memory of
Dennis DiDomenico
Joyce O’Connell
Mary Dougherty
Patricia Comly
Olivia Doyle in memory

Pascucci ‘66
George Pearlingi
Mark D. Porreca ‘66
Mr. & Mrs. John
Quinn ‘72
Maureen Rogge, ‘59
Thomas F. Rooney, Jr.
in memory of Susan S.
Rooney
William G. Reilly in
memory of Elizabeth
Fair, ‘65
Henry Rumbarger ‘55
Mr. & Mrs. R.A.
Sabatino, Sr. in
memory of Robert C.
Sabatino ‘76
Robert J. Salvitti ‘69
Adrianna Savares, ‘04
Alicia Savarese
Dos Santos ‘98 in
memory of Delia D.
Savarese
Jim and Kathy
(Cleary ‘80) Sheridan
Chris Skahan ’80
Gregory Smith, ‘64
Joseph Sullivan, ’80
Gerald Trendler ‘59 in
memory of the Deceased Members of
Class of ‘59
William J. Toner ‘93 in
memory of Mr. James
Lotka
Jerry Trendler ‘59
Cindy Marturano
Wickersham ‘68
Marie Yuknek

While every effort goes into
the accuracy of recognizing
our generous supporters,
an error can occur. If we
have made an error or
omission, please accept our
sincerest apology and notify
us so we can correct our
records.
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HAPPENING AT BERNIES: A PHOTO JOURNAL
HOW YOUR DONATIONS HELP
Your charitable gifts help ensure that students of St. Bernadette,
both present and future, will benefit from a Catholic Education. Our
students are immersed in an academically-rich and faith-filled environment.
Our principal, Dr. Tobin, is continually seeking ways to improve our
facilities and educational resources, while having to maintain current
programs. Your generosity helps our campus and curriculum stay
current—and beautiful!

Other ways you can support
our school
1. Designate St. Bernadette for your United
Way donations through your employer
2. Include St. Bernadette in your Estate Plans
3. Set up a Family Scholarship Fund (like the
Toscani and Smith families).
To learn more about any of these options, please
contact Ciaran Bellwoar, Director of Development:

We are blessed as a school community to have teachers dedicated to
our “Special Classes”: Gym, Music, Computers, Library, and Art.
Our Annual Fund has a direct impact on students. Last year almost
$5,000 was donated for Tuition Assistance.
Our Annual Fund helps secure our future: almost $10, 000 was donat-

In case you haven’t noticed, students now call our
school “SBS” - not “SBL” like they used to.

SBS HOME AND SCHOOL

Some third graders showing off the new gym floor.

Thank you to our dedicated members of
Home & School who tirelessly work to engage our community and raise significant
funds for our school. Major technology
upgrades to our infrastructure, as well as
other projects, have been possible thanks
Officers
Bernadette Yuknek: President
Susan Coyne: Vice President
Meg Begany: Treasurer
Kathleen Cappiello, ‘88: Secretary

Bernie’s Pride Continues with the Next Generation!
We gathered a few upper graders whose parents went to St. Bernadette.

Committee Members
Lisa Carney
Jennifer D’Alessandro
Rebecca Fiore
Sheila Jacobs
Cheryl McDonald
Liz Richetti
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