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Lighting the Way
A Message from Our Principal
Our community reaches beyond our current
school families to a very strong alumni base. I
am constantly in awe at how many alumni have
chosen to send their own children and grandchildren to St. Bernadette School.

This year our school theme echoed the National Catholic School’s Week focus on Catholic
Schools as communities of faith, knowledge,
and service. Our school was affirmed for our
outstanding efforts in these areas during our
Middle States re-accreditation visit in October.
They had nothing but positive comments to
make regarding our school. Of the 12 standards Middle States evaluates, the team was
able to evidence proof that we were exceeding
in each one. In April we learned that we are
once again accredited by the Middle States
Association.
We are very fortunate at St. Bernadette School
to have such a strong sense of community.

Our teachers are actively engaged in cultivating
collaborative projects to foster increased student achievement. The faculty at St. Bernadette’s is committed to using new and best
practices in education to enhance their teaching. We are fortunate to have SMART Boards
Our Catholic Faith is alive and well at St. Bernain every classroom, as well as a full computer
dette’s. As a community, we pause and place
lab, netbooks, and iPads. We are grateful to
ourselves in God’s holy presence as we offer
the Maurice Romney Foundation for the
our day in His service. The 8th grade class has
$11,900 grant to purchase additional iPads for
the privilege of leading the school community
students.
in prayer through our closed circuit TV studio
each morning. Our students have participated Over the past four years our school has seen
in monthly school liturgies, attended frequent approximately a 26% increase in enrollment
per year. For the first time in many years we
mass during Advent and Lent, gathered for a
will be having two 2nd grade classes for the
Living Rosary in October, and recently partici2014-15 school year, as well as two kindergarpated in the school May Procession.
ten and 1st grade classes. We will again have
At St. Bernadette School we are committed to five preschool classes.
continue the long standing tradition of academic excellence. This is evidenced by the
countless scholarships awarded each year to
our 8th grade students. So far this year our
students have been offered approximately
$144,000 in scholarships.

2013-14 Student Council
Officers and Representatives
(L-R) Thomas Grazel (Secretary), Jimmy Dougherty (President),
Clare Boylan, Lauren Andruszko, Thomas Hennessy (Vice President), Amelia Teti, Stephen Swanick (Treasurer), Jack McGeever,
Kathryn Yuknek, Sean Kearney, Brooke Quinn, Dominic Richetti

www.st-bernadette.org 610-789-7676

As we look towards the bright horizon which
awaits St. Bernadette School, I want to thank
you for your contributions and prayerful support. Many gifts have been bestowed upon St.
Bernadette School.
May God Bless You,
Mrs. Glennon

Growing Up Bernie’s
by Liz Nicastro
Helping St. Bernadette’s
Successful Growth
Here are a few specific areas in
which you can support the life of
our programs:
● Update the Computer Lab from
operating on Windows XP to
Windows 7 to stay current with
Microsoft® updates and support
● Fiber Optic wiring to support our
technology needs and growth
● Science Lab materials for handson and project-based learning in
STEM
● Preschool outdoor equipment
● Facilities updates
● Tuition assistance
Mark “other” on the enclosed envelope if you’d like your donation
to go specifically to this wish list.

My twin sons, Jake and Casey, entered
St. Bernadette School in September 2003 as energetic toddlers eager to learn and excited to make
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new friends. They will leave in June 2014 as
mature young men armed with a stronger faith, abundant knowledge and
the world at their fingertips. In those 11 years, they made lifelong friends,
learned valuable lessons both in and out of the classroom, and were challenged to become the best
possible versions of themselves.
Their classes were filled with brilliant, funny and talented kids who shared the same values.
In fifth grade they participated in Musictopia, learning to sing in Hebrew and Arabic and performing at
Drexel University. They volunteered for service and fundraising opportunities and enthusiastically supported school-sponsored events such as the bike rodeos and walk-a-thons. Academically, they were
challenged to excel by both their teachers and their peers, all of whom will
enter high school exceptionally prepared to meet any obstacles they may
face. They received their sacraments as part of a loving, nurturing community One mother recounts
of believers. Fortunate to participate in many sports, they earned Turkey Bowl her experience of
championships and all-region honors, all the while learning the values of comhaving her sons
mitment, team work and sportsmanship.
grow up at
Along the way, they were embraced by countless people who dediSt. Bernadette’s
cated their time to making sure their path was paved with loving kindness.
Fr. Papa taught them that being religious and "cool" were not mutually exclusive. Principal Glennon never wavered in her unconditional love and concern for them while
Mrs. Repino truly cared about their physical and emotional well-being. In the classroom, Mrs. Tsakiris
inspired creative expression, critical inquiry and a lifelong love of learning. She met their individual
needs and instilled in them a genuine concern for real-world problems. Watching them grow since kindergarten was Mrs. Wallace who got to know their distinct personalities and encouraged them to be
good sports and kind classmates. Ms. DiPaolo not only taught them Social Studies but embraced their
differences and made them laugh along the way. Art teacher Mrs. McNulty introduced them to the
many varied forms of artistic expression. To all their teachers and volunteers, we truly appreciate your
knowledge, dedication and patience. Finally, to all of the families of St. Bernadette's, thank you for
opening your hearts and homes and allowing my sons to grow up with your amazing children.
When I asked my sons about their recollections about their time at St. Bernadette School, they
fondly recalled their Prayer Partners who always said "Hi" when they saw them in the hallways, making
them feel special because an older kid reached out to them. They, in turn, learned to do the same with
their own young Prayer Partners. They enjoyed the walks home with their large group of friends as well
as the annual Harvest Fest, Jingle Ball and Fun Fair. They came to appreciate all the teachers who were
so approachable and trusted them with more responsibility as the years went by. Over the years, they
were impressed with the advances in their daily use of technology from White Boards to Netbooks to
iPads. While they are excited to begin the next chapter in their lives, they are deeply grateful for and
will truly miss their time at the beloved Bernie’s.
I firmly believe that school is woven into the fabric of a child's being. The experiences he or
she have in school become part of who they become as people. Having grown up at St. Bernadette
School, my sons move forward with an essence warmly woven into a fabric of friendship and faith,
knowledge and kindness.

Recent Graduates: We’d like to hear what you’ve been
up to in the last few years! Send an email to
cbellwoar@stbl.org and be sure to Join our mailing list
under the Alumni section of the website.
www.st-bernadette.org 610-789-7676

Get lots of behind the
scenes news by reading
Bernie the Bear’s Blog
on the website.
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Our Community of Supporters
Thank you to the following Alumni, Parishioners, Current Parents, Parents of Students and Alumni, Grandparents and Friends who have
so generously given to the St. Bernadette School Annual Appeal. Your generosity will be highlighted on the next few pages. We have
raised almost $20,000 through this appeal. Help us reach our $25,000 goal! You can send a gift using the enclosed envelope or go to
www.st-bernadette.org, “Supporting SBS”, then “Donate.”
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St. Bernadette Grotto Guild
(Gifts $2,500-$5,000)

Ms. Rosa Gatti ‘64
Bill and Marie Pat Githens

Ed and Karen Stefanski and Family
St. Bernadette’s Circle
(Gifts $1,000-$2,499)
Family Gift from Linda DeFrancesco
Eastwood ’61 Erica, Jimmy, and Brooke
Family Gift from Mr. and Mrs. Richard
Bennett ’72 Colleen ’02 Danielle ‘06
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Cleary ’71
in memory of Thomas R. Cleary

Blue and White Club

Francis & Kathleen Costello Murphy ’66
in memory of Richard V. and Mary M.
Costello
Friends of SBS
(Gifts $500-$999)
Mr. & Mrs. Morgan Churchman ‘82
William Glynn ’68
Joe and Carolyn Graham Kilroy ’82
in memory of Joseph A. Graham

Helen McDowell Forgione ’59
in memory of Adolph and Rose
Forgione

John & Catharine McGeever

Janice Toscani Peterson ’66

Mr. and Mrs. Frank McGovern

Richard Przywitowski ’57

Mark A. Amoroso ‘78

Mary Ann Gasparro ‘59

William McIntyre ’71

John Arcana ‘71 in memory of
Rita and Vince Arcana

Catherine Glatts ’69

Ms. Mary Frances McKenzie ‘65

Family Gift from Ed and Lisa
Saulino Quintus ’81 Sarah ’11
Emily ‘13

Mr. Bob Goldberg in memory of
Thomas and Mary Contino

James McLaughlin ‘63

Steve Arcana ’78

(Gifts $100-$499)

Carolyn Young Arriviello ‘79
Edward F. Baker in memory of
Marie and Edward M. Baker

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Gormley ‘65 in
memory of
Frank and Josephine Gormley

Joe Baumgardner ‘76

Richard Halliwell ’59

Debbie McNulty Benson ‘83

Dorothy Hamilton

Walter Bieter

Catherine Dreger Hartman ’69

Chris & Margie Boylan

The Hennessy Family

Joseph P. Boyle ’83

Danny and Linda Kelly

Joseph H. Bradley

Jean Milligan Koroly

Mark and Kim Brady ‘80

Norman A. Kropp ’60 in memory
of Robert P. Kropp

Joseph Buoni ‘79
Jay Burke ’71
A.T. Coyne in memory of
Mr. and Mrs. Francis R. Coyne

Joe Lang ’60
Kathy Langley in memory of
Pat & Neal Langley

Mr. and Mrs. Paul DiBona

Mr. and Mrs. T.C. Lewandowski in
memory of Jean Lewandowski

Mary Dougherty in memory of
James Dougherty

John Lotka ’84 in memory of
James Lotka

Mary Jayne Mulholland Dwyer ’66 Catherine Maglione ’65 in
in memory of Helene and Philip
memory of
Mulholland
John & Rosemary Nash
Ferraiolo Family
Paul Martinson ‘60
Eugene & Kathleen Ferraiolo

Martyn Family Gift

Judith Amoroso Rabik ’74
Family Gift from the Meehan
William G. Reilly, Jr. in memory of
Family – Kasey ’01 Colleen ’03 and Elizabeth Fair Reilly ’65
Lauren ’07
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Richetti
Jane Mingey
Paul and Teresa Savarese
Mr. & Mrs. Mulholland ’60
Robert ‘61 and Nora Cellini
Eloise Mullen ’70 in honor of
Serpente ’62 in memory of
“a Catholic education from my
Msgr. O’Brien
parents”
Shovlin Family Gift in memory of
Leo Mullen
Susan Shovlin Glennon ‘84
John Nash ’60 in memory of the
Fiore Stabilo, Jr. ‘88
deceased members of the Nash
Family
Maryfran Stulginsky
Francis and Angela Naughton in
memory of Fileno and Bianca
Angelocci and Peter and Julia
Naughton

Amy Sullivan in memory of
Joe Sullivan ‘80

Eric J. Niehaus ’61

John Sweltz ‘65

Joseph A. O’Hare Jr.

Lawrence Talbot ‘60 in memory of
Sister Catherine Regina

Organ Family Gift

Joe & Tara Sullivan Sweeney ’82

Peggy and Tony Tanzola

Pappas Family Gift– John ‘74
Olivia ‘07 Anna ‘09 and Roseann
Pauline

Mary Tentarelli in memory of
Joseph Tentarelli

Owen J. Patterson ‘72

Mr. Lewis Tomasco

John R. Patterson, MD in memory
of Margaret M. Patterson

Toomey Family Gift

Paulina Family Gift

Stefanie Leone McFadden ’70 in
memory of Peter and Marie Leone Marty & Eileen Pelka

www.st-bernadette.org 610-789-7676

Leslie Vassallo ‘64
Philip White ‘69
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St. Bernadette Patrons
(Gifts up to $99)
Justine C. Baker, Ph.D.
Patricia Baekstrom ‘72
Stephen C. Bennett ‘64
in memory of Robert C.
and Rita Bennett
William Beirne ‘57 and Family
Bridget Denney Bonner ‘87
H. William Bonekat
Family Gift from the Robert J.
Bozzelli ’56 Family in memory
of Rose and Gaetano Bozzelli
Richard W. Cahill ‘61
Gift from Callahan and Tkaczyk
Families
Terri Colgan
Francis R. Coyne, Jr. in memory
of Ellyn Stapleton Coyne
Kaitlin Devine ’00
in memory of Fr. Wright

Robert Dougherty ‘82

Ann and Martin Kelley

Frank J. Durant

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Koroly ‘60

Dutkiewicz Family Gift

Norman A. Kropp ‘60 in
memory of Peter A. and
Eleanor Spring
M. Kropp 2014

Daniel Fischer ‘60
John and Carolyn Sexton Frank
in memory of Ann Sexton
Michele Toscani Gallagher ’73
Richard Gallagher in memory of
Kathryn and Aloysius
Gallagher
Anne Gengenbach in memory
of Rose and Frank Florio
Thomas and Mary Gerro
Frances Giannone
Mary Gilmore ‘65
Mildred M. Hart in memory of
Msgr. O’Brien

Kathy O’Grady LaRosa ’62
Anthony and Theresa
Laverghetta
Consuelo Lopez
Jack Lotka
Patricia Stull-Lunkenheimer ’65
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Malloy
Mary Marano and Barbara
Taraska in memory of Martin
Taraska
Tom and Maureen Masi

Honora Nicholson, RSM
Eric J. Niehaus ‘61 in memory of
Sr. Patricia Mary
Niznan Family Gift, Teresa ‘12
Ralph R. Nocito in memory of
Jane M. Nocito
Deborah Ochendowski
Patricia Comly Pascucci ‘66
Eleanor Patterson in memory of
Thomas Patterson
Mark D. Porreca ‘66
Deana Holms Potts ‘84
Maureen O’Connell Rogge ‘59
Thomas F. Rooney, Jr. in
memory of Susan S. Rooney

Stephen Hart ‘72 in memory of
Sr. Patricia Mary

Joe Maurer ’60

Thomas Hoey ‘63

Ellen McDonald ‘68 in memory
of James P. McDonald ‘67

Felix and Sarah Saulino

Jane McGinness

Alicia Savarese ‘98 in memory
of Delia D. Savarese

Adair Hartnett Houston ‘60

Frank and Anne Doherty

Marianne Henrich ‘63

The Donaher Family

Dan Hilferty ‘69 in memory of
Stephen Hilferty

Joseph Dougherty ‘79

Charles Lallo ‘67

John Nash ’60 in memory of the
deceased members of the Nash
Family

Michael Hilferty ‘72

John and Christine McHenry ’66
Robert and Helen McKenna
Thomas Murray ‘65

Maria Venditti Scarcelle ’59 in
memory of Joseph and Mickey
Venditti

Our Community of Family

Grandparent’s Day and
Mother’s Day Tea

www.st-bernadette.org 610-789-7676
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Our Community of Faith, Knowledge and Service

Clockwise from top left: Confirmation; Communion; students’ artwork on display; 3rd graders helping make
“Sandwiches for Friends”; 5th graders using Net Books;
2014 May Procession. The middle picture captures the
culmination of the Philadelphia Shakespeare
Theatre’s Artist-in-Residency program the 7th & 8th graders participated.

Our Community of Champions!

Congratulations to our:
Girls’ Varsity Softball Team—2013 Archdiocesan Champs!
Varsity Soccer Team—2013 Region 25
Champs and had an undefeated season!
Boys’ Varsity Football—2013 Turkey Bowl
Champs!

Let’s Go Bernie’s! For more photos of our school activities, Reading Olympics Team—took home the
be sure to visit our website www.st-bernadette.org —like us blue ribbon in 2014!
on Facebook, too!

www.st-bernadette.org 610-789-7676
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Our Community of Alumni
In November, more
than 300 of our alums
gathered for our second “All-Class Reunion”
- a good time was had
by all! More pictures
are on the website.

Please encourage your
classmates to join our
mailing list on the
website under the
“Alumni” section so they
can receive news and
special invitations to
alumni-related events.

In the News: Recent Alums make headlines
Emily Moran, ‘06, was the first varsity athlete to give the commencement speech at
La Salle University, according to The Philadelphia Inquirer, which ran a nice story
along with the photo of Emily with her parents, Charlene and Kevin.

The Philadelphia Inquirer recently wrote about two of our recent
alumni, sisters Alyssa (’11) and Sarah (’10) Monaghan, who are an
impressive force on the Bonner/Prendie basketball court.
Want to show your Bernie’s Pride? SBS Alumni t-shirts are available $10 (plus S&H). They make great gifts, too! See the “Alumni”
section of the website for details.

www.st-bernadette.org 610-789-7676
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Welcoming back a member of our community…

Our Newest First Grade Teacher

Scholarship Campaign
The Educational Improvement Tax
Credit (EITC) is a tax credit reduction
that many businesses in Pennsylvania
are eligible to receive, but not aware.
This tax money can be designated to
go directly to St. Bernadette School
to help offset tuition for a family in
need. Our goal is to raise $50,000 in
scholarship funding for 2014/15.
How Our Community Can Help:
Find out if your business participates in
an EITC/OSTC program. If so, ask them
to designate a percentage of their contribution to St. Bernadette’s
Invite your company leaders to learn
more about the program and start taking advantage of the programs.
Become a member of our Scholarship
Committee: We need 3-4 people who
are accountants, sales people, insurance
or in real estate help raise awareness of
the program
For more information, contact
Ciaran Bellwoar
Director of Advancement
610-789-7676, ext. 211

This year we were doubly blessed when it came to 1st grade. Not only did we need to add a second
1st grade class to accommodate our growing student body, but we welcomed Mrs. Paula
2014
Marturano Nenna, a former student, as Spring
the teacher
of that class. Mrs. Nenna has a special bond
with St. Bernadette’s as she graduated in 1963. All of her siblings (11 in all!) and many nieces and
nephews also graduated from Bernie’s. Much has changed since Mrs.
Nenna was a student here.
“When I attended school here, the
Sisters of Notre Dame were in residence. The pastor was Monsignor
O’Brien. There were 3 classes of each
grade. We did not have a gym and
most of the children went home for
lunch. I loved going to school here.
One of my fondest memories was being the Blessed Mother in the 8 th grade Christmas Pageant,”
she says. Now, she is married and has three grown daughters and two grandchildren who she
babysits every chance she gets. She’s excited to welcome her third grandchild in August.
Mrs. Nenna has been teaching for more than 30 years. A visit to her classroom shows just how passionate she is about education. The walls, window sills, every surface is filled with colorful education material, tools, and art.. “I have taught many grades, but my real love is 1st grade. Most of my
teaching experience has been at this level. I love to see the growth from September to June. These
children are like little sponges that absorb everything presented! They learn that God has made
each one of them special. “I love being back at St. Bernadette’s school! It’s like coming home!”

...and saying goodbye to others….

The End of an Era for These Families
by Margie Boylan

Claire Boylan and
Lauren Andruszko
emotionally walk
off the field after
their last soccer
match at Bernie’s.
The two will share
many memorable
moments from their
years here.

How can it be? The age old expression, “Time flies,” has particular significance to several school
families as our youngest children graduate from St. Bernadette’s in June. Our membership in the
St. Bernadette School community has spanned many years, even decades, from our oldest child to
our youngest, from Mother’s Morning Out to 8th grade. For some, it may represent the longest
association with any institution throughout our lives. The Andruszko, Booth, Boylan, McCarthy,
Monaghan, Nicastro, Ryan, Spellman, and Staiber families will be celebrating our final St. Bernadette School graduation on June 11th. This has been a year of mixed emotions filled with many
lasts, some happy but others mostly sad. We were happy to pen our last tuition check and cover
our last book with contact paper but sad to witness our last student-faculty basketball game, our
last Blue and White Day, our last Jingle Ball, and the last time our children wore a CYO uniform to
represent St. Bernadette’s on the field or on the court. All good things must come to an end. And
so it is with gratitude that we look back on these years and the many happy memories and friendships that were borne from them, for both our children and ourselves. We are grateful for the
strong spiritual, academic, and social foundation that St. Bernadette School has provided for our
After 21 years of dedicated service as
children. We are ready to embrace the next phase of our lives but proudly remain members of
school secretary, Mrs. Lori Repino
the St. Bernadette Parish community and plan continued support of the school and CYO in the
retired last June. She will be fondly
future. How lucky are we to have had something that makes saying goodbye so hard.
remembered and missed!
www.st-bernadette.org 610-789-7676
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St. Bernadette School
Bond & Turner Avenues
Drexel Hill, PA 19026
Return Service Requested
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Like us on Facebook to see current
happenings and fun photos.
Our page is
“St. Bernadette of Lourdes School”

www.st-bernadette.org

Our Community of Fun and Fitness
Winter Olympics, Troop Tango, Bike Rodeo, 100 Days of Kindergarten, and the 8th Grade vs.
Faculty Basketball Game are just some of the fun things our students did this year.

We are ever so grateful for the local businesses that generously support our events, such as the Turkey Trot and Monte Carlo Night:
Lambert & Associates, A Foot Above Podiatry, Robert J. Radano, Ed Quintus (State Farm), Baratta & Russell & Baratta, PECO, DeLuca’s
Custom Draperies, JM Welding, Paul J. Cannataro, Civera’s, Louis Colagreco & Sons, Anthony L. Cook, D.M.D., V.J. Marchese,
McNichol, Byrne, Matlawski, Northeastern Music Programs, Cardinal O’Hara, Pagano’s Italian Specialties, Ruffenach Family Funeral Homes,
Marinelli & Sons, Carpinello Orthodontics, Towne Cleaners and Tailors, ShopRite, Fanelli’s Barber Shop, The Donohue Funeral Homes,
Fran Truax (Century 21 Alliance), The Swanick Family, Bruno’s Service Center, Mike Boyle, Pretzel Boys of Havertown, Boyle Energy

Our Community of Parents
Our students have the best role models of stewardship and service: their parents and families. So many parents volunteer their time to help
at lunch and school events. We offer a special prayer of thanks for them. Our dedicated Home & School Board for 2013-14: Marykate
Murphy (President), Michelle Walsh (Past President), Dina Williams (Treasurer), Catharine McGeever (Recording Secretary), Theresa
MacIntosh (Teacher Representative), Meg Begany (Committee Leader), Jennifer D'Alessandro (Committee Leader), Cara Gavin (Committee
Leader), Maria Monaghan (Committee Leader), Marcia Niznan (Committee Leader), Bernadette Yuknek (Committee Leader).

