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A Message from New Principal
Ms. Janet Lien

This has been a year of many blessings, transition, and growth for St. Bernadette School. For the first time in 62 years the school
consists of an all lay faculty. Many of you may remember one of the three religious congregations who served St. Bernadette School.
Often a Catholic School is defined by the charism, or spirit of a particular group of religious sisters. St. Bernadette School is unique in
the fact that our spirit has been shaped and formed by the contributions of the Sisters of Notre Dame, the Sisters of St. Joseph, and
most recently the Oblate Sisters of St. Francis de Sales. This year, our focus has been on studying the unique spirit of each congregation
and implementing small practices in our daily routine.
St. Bernadette School has seen the addition of many exciting programs this year.
Through a grant from the Archdiocese of Philadelphia we became the proud
owners of 52 netbook computers. These small, wireless computers enable our
students in grades 5-8 to have access to 21st century learning and teaching tools.
Our teachers are participants in a Powerful Learning Practice Cohort that helps
us to remain on the cutting edge with regards to the integration of technology
into all that we do. This year St. Bernadette expanded its learning support
programs to meet the needs of all of our students. We have been able to
provide additional remediation and enrichment programs. Mrs. Rose Wallace,
our outstanding PE teacher, is certified in Special Education ~ her expertise and
willingness to accept this new challenge has given St. Bernadette students
opportunities to receive necessary support services.
Not only have services expanded to our students in Kindergarten through 8 th grade, but our preschool programs and Mother’s Morning
Out are growing by leaps and bounds. The former convent has been renovated and now houses Mother’s Morning Out, CARES, and
Lunch Bunch. The new Wright Center is truly an educator’s dream space. The children who avail themselves of these programs are also
thriving in their new environment.
This year’s National Catholic Educators Association theme is “A+ for America – Catholic Schools”. When we look at the history of
Catholic Education in America it is evident that our nation has benefitted from the many contributions of an educational system devoted
to teaching strong morals and high academic standards. I am sure that many of you or your children have reaped the advantages of
attending Catholic School, in particular St. Bernadette’s. When you think back on your memories of your own education, I’m sure there
are certain traditions and events that stand out above the rest. It is my hope to preserve the rich heritage of our Faith and share it with
the children of this parish. I would ask that you reach out, in any way that you can, to do the same. Your support of St. Bernadette
School will enable us to be a Catholic School that is an “A+ for America”.
God bless you,
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St. Leonie Aviat
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Class of 2000
at Their 10-Year Reunion
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The class of 2000 celebrated their 10-year Reunion in
O’Brien Hall on Friday, November 26th, 2010. A
great time was had by all, reminiscing about their St.
Bernadette years with their old (not that old)
classmates! Thank you to reunion organizer Kaitlin
Devine for a wonderful evening.
If you are interested in planning a reunion for your
class, please contact the school at 610-789-7676,
extension 202.
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Netbooks for
St. Bernadette Students

St. Bernadette School continues to be on the cutting-edge
technologically, adding the use of netbook computers in the
2010-11 school year. Thanks to an Archdiocesan grant,
students in grades 5-8 utilize the netbooks for all subjects.
Students in grades 2-4 will begin using them in March 2011.

Learning Spanish at St. Bernadette School
The Fifth Grade class at St. Bernadette recently finished an assignment that entailed creating a test for a classmate to complete;
the students were graded on their ability to create a test. The real catch? The test was composed entirely in Spanish!
Assignments in Spanish are not uncommon at St. Bernadette ~ all students in Grades K-8 receive formal Spanish lessons once
a week. One of the few grade schools in the area to offer a world language as part of the standard curriculum, St. Bernadette
School is preparing global citizens. Recent data indicate that Spanish ranks second behind Mandarin Chinese with the most
number of native speakers worldwide. “The critical skill of foreign language instruction allows our students to communicate
with a larger population,” says Principal Janet Lien. “It cultivates within them a desire to experience a variety of cultures and
experiences.”
In addition to weekly Spanish instruction, St. Bernadette students have numerous opportunities to connect via internet and
other satellite programming with a larger global population. Studies suggest that students who learn a second language accept
other cultures more readily, think more creatively and adapt more easily. With weekly Spanish lessons, the children at St.
Bernadette are expanding their horizons and becoming exceptionally prepared to contribute to our ever-shrinking world.

Congratulations to Our 2011 7th and 8th Grade Science Fair Winners!
7th graders Paul Prasalowicz, Moira Smith, Kristen
Buscemi, May Hennessy, pictured left; 8th graders
Caroline Prasalowicz, Daniel Venini, Sarah Quintas,
Grace Mullen, and Mary Kate Dougherty,
pictured right.

Beacon 3

SPOTLIGHT ON . . .
. . . Emily Moran, Class of 2006
Emily Moran attended St. Laurence School before moving
to St. Bernadette Parish in 4th grade. She quickly made new
friends at St. Bernadette School. She earned academic
honors each year, and was actively involved in giving back
to the community through her participation in the school’s
Service Club. She was an altar server and was awarded the
Altar Server of the Year Award at graduation. Emily
effectively balanced academics with sports, as she played
softball in 6th through 8th grade, and also played volleyball
and basketball in 8th grade.
Upon graduating in 2006, Emily attended Archbishop
Prendergast High School, where her academic and athletic
success continued. She earned honors and several
academic awards during her years at Prendie. She was also
a member of the Respect Life Club, and the Panda Pride
Club. Emily made the varsity softball team as a freshman
and continued to play all 4 years of high school. During
her senior
year, Emily
was recruited
to play goalie
for the field
hockey team.
Despite
never having
played field
hockey,
Emily
accepted the
challenge to
play this
position for the Pandas. Her hard work and dedication
paid off, as for the first time in at least 25 years, Prendie’s
field hockey team won the Catholic League Championship,
and went on to win the District 12 Class AAA
championship.
Emily graduated from APHS in 2010, and was awarded
both academic and athletic scholarships to attend LaSalle
University. She is currently a freshman majoring in
Communications, and will play softball for The Explorers
in Spring 2011.

. . . Ryan Sheridan, Class of 2007
Ryan Sheridan began
his educational journey
at St. Bernadette
preschool back in 1996.
He has grown into an
extremely hardworking, well-rounded
young man, who
recognizes the
importance of service
and giving back to his
community. In addition
to a stellar academic
career at St. Bernadette, Ryan participated in a wide variety of
activities, including Student Council, Service Club, football,
basketball, and baseball.
Upon graduating from St. Bernadette School, Ryan accepted a
scholarship to Malvern Preparatory School, where he is
currently a senior. Ryan maintains a rigorous academic
schedule, including Advanced Placement courses in Calculus,
Physics, Economics, English, Statistics, and Latin. He is also
active in baseball, peer counseling, National Honor Society,
and Mathletes at Malvern. In our St. Bernadette community,
he is involved in CYO basketball, church lectoring, and
service team. In addition, he participates on the Youth
Advisory Council for the Archdiocese. He is planning to
pursue Engineering in college and has been accepted thus far
to Penn State and Villanova University’s Honors Program.
Ryan’s older brother Andrew graduated from St. Bernadette in
2005, and younger brother Kevin graduated in 2010. Ryan’s
other younger siblings are just beginning their St. Bernadette
educational experience. Megan is currently in Kindergarten,
Bridget is in 4-year-old Preschool, and Luke attends Mothers
Morning Out. Ryan’s mom Kathy Cleary Sheridan is also a St.
Bernadette graduate, class of 1980.

Emily’s younger siblings currently attend Saint Bernadette
School: Pat, ’11; Joanie, ’14; and Caroline, ’17.
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. . . OUR ALUMNI
. . . Ray Toto, Class of 2007
Ray Toto, a 2007 graduate of St. Bernadette, is currently a
senior at St. Joseph’s Preparatory School. While at St.
Bernadette, Ray was an honor student, and a two-sport all-star
in basketball and baseball. He was a member of the 2007 varsity
basketball team that won the district championship, and made
it to the “final four” of the annual Archdiocesan Championship
Tournament. At the Prep, he is a member of the National
Honor Society, with a 3.9 cumulative GPA. An accomplished
baseball player, Ray is a catcher and co-captain of the Prep’s
varsity squad. A three-year varsity letterman, Ray set the school
record for doubles in a season as a sophomore, and won team
MVP, Philadelphia First-team All-Catholic, and First-team AllCity honors his Junior year. He also represented the Catholic
League in the prestigious Carpenter Cup tournament last June.
This past November, Ray signed a National Letter of Intent to
play baseball at George Mason University, where he will
matriculate as a freshman in the Fall of 2011. While at Mason,
Ray is considering studying Sports Management, Marine
Biology, or perhaps
preparing for a
pharmacy degree.
He is looking
forward to the
upcoming Prep
season, and will also
be playing summer
baseball with the 20and-under Philly
Bandits, a regional
showcase team
coached by David
Amaro.
In his spare time,
Ray enjoys spending
time with many friends, and has been seen recently honing his
skating skills for hockey, another sport he enjoys playing. He is
also an avid fisherman, and has caught many different species
of saltwater fish since he was a toddler. In fact, he and his sister
Regina have a pretty healthy competition going for who catches
the most and the biggest fish every time they go out. Ray is also
volunteering his time at Lankenau Hospital this year doing
patient transport as part of his community service.

. . . Kelly McNulty, Class of 2009

Kelly McNulty, an honor student during her years at St.
Bernadette School, graduated in 2009 with an academic
scholarship to the Academy of Notre Dame de Namur in
Villanova. In addition to French and art, Kelly is
currently studying various advanced placement courses
including government, biology, and honors pre-calculus.
While managing her challenging academic schedule,
Kelly is active in many other activities: she is the starting
pitcher for Notre Dame’s softball team and has been
involved with field hockey, campus ministry and service
clubs. Kelly also finds way to give back to her
community, volunteering her spare time coaching
younger girls at softball clinics and by helping with
various service projects at school. She is also a member
of “Chaos”, a softball tournament team that plays in the
tri-state area.
Kelly’s mom Kim attributes much of Kelly’s academic
success to her educators at St. Bernadette: “There is no
doubt that the dedicated teachers at St. Bernadette are
responsible for cultivating Kelly’s academic interests
through an enthusiastic learning environment.”
Kelly’s four younger siblings are all currently attending
St. Bernadette School: Katie, 8th grade; Molly, 6th grade;
Meghan, 4th grade; and brother Tommy, 1st grade. Kelly’s
dad Tom is a 1982 graduate of St. Bernadette.
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Congratulations to our 2010-2011

Archdiocesan Champion J V Football Team!

2010-11 Girls JV Basketball Team –

Region 25 Champions!

New Gym Floor Installed!
Second Annual St. Bernadette Turkey Trot

Much to the delight of our school students and CYO
sports teams, in the Spring of 2010 a beautiful new wood
floor was installed in the school gym. Thank you to our
CYO and also to those who contributed to the Faith/
Archdiocesan Campaign for the funds to complete this
project.

Turkey Bowl 2010 Champions
St. Bernadette Varsity Football Team

The 2nd Annual St. Bernadette Turkey Trot was held on
Saturday, November 27, 2010 and thanks to our generous
event sponsors and close to 500 participants, was another
great success! St. Bernadette parish families, former
parishioners, alumni, and runners and walkers from many
other areas joined together in this wonderful community
event on a chilly but beautiful fall morning “to run or
walk off that turkey dinner!” Hope to see you next year
on the Saturday after Thanksgiving for the 3rd Annual St.
Bernadette Turkey Trot!

St. Bernadette
Bernadette Varsity
St.
Varsity Girls
Girls Basketball
BasketballTeam:
Team:
2011
Archdiocesan Champions!
Champions!
2011 Archdiocesan

Freezing rain did not deter Turkey Bowl fans this year, who
braved the elements to see our Bernies Varsity players
defeat the boys in green by a score of 20-14. A
Thanksgiving tradition for so many alumni and still one of
the best grade school rivalries around, the Turkey Bowl has
been played between the St. Bernadette and St. Dorothy
football teams for over 50 years. Our Varsity team emerged
victorious this year, and thus will maintain bragging rights
in the neighborhood until next year’s Turkey Bowl!
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SAINT BERNADETTE ANNUAL APPEAL 2011
(Donors as of 3/1/2011)
DONORS up to $25.00
Anonymous Donor, ’59 ~ Janice Armandi, ’60, in memory of Vito Angelucci ~ Darcy Kapp Canavin, ’64 ~
Kathleen D. Solon, ’65, in memory of Mary and Thomas A. Delaney ~ Anonymous Donor ~
Diane Denney, ’62, in memory of Robert Hackman ~ Barbara Flynn Mulgrew ’67, in memory of Joseph and Catherine Flynn ~
Carolyn Murray, ’92 ~ Anonymous Alumni, ’80 ~ Helen Forgione McDowell, ’59, in memory of Adolph and Rose Forgione ~
Francis R. Coyne, ’69, in memory of John Facenda ~ Anonymous Donor, ’67 ~ Steve Bennett, ’64, in memory of Robert and Rita Bennett ~
Frank Gormley, ’65, in memory of Frank and Josephine Gormley ~ Diane Lohn Gibbs, ’65, in memory of Veronica Lohr ~
Joe Maurer, ’60 ~ Maureen Miller, ’57 ~ Gregory D. Smith, ’68 ~ John P. Sweltz, ’65 ~
Robert Stefanski, ’60 ~ Patricia Ferraiolo DeBarberie, ’72 ~ Marie Bianco Sirolli, ’66 ~ Mark Porreca, ’66 ~
Thomas Glennon ~ Helen Katubi Cubbage, ’57, in memory of Dolores McCaffrey
DONORS of $26.00 to $99.00
Jerry Trendler, ’59, in memory of Michael and Catherine Trendler ~ Bill and Linda Toner, in memory of Mr. Jim Lotka ~
William and Maryann Nicholson ~ Mary E. Gilmore, in memory of Joseph and Catherine Gilmore ~ Rich Halliwell, ’59 ~
Larry Talbot, ’60, in memory of Sister Katherine Regina ~ Mike Weber, in memory of Paul Stevenson ~ Tom Muray, ’65 ~
Leslie Vassallo, ’64 ~ Joe and Kathy Marturano, ’66, in memory of Pauline Marturano ~ Joseph Sullivan, ’80 ~ Susan Lallo, ’67 ~
Alicia Savarese, ’98 ~ Rosemary Miller Williams, ’74, from Michael and Rosemary Miller, in memory of Father Wright ~
Jan Stefanski, in memory of Steve and Betty Stefanski ~ Marjorie Murray Roop, ’66, in memory of Francis and Doris Murray ~
Stefanie Leone McFadden, ’70, in memory of Peter F. Leone

Support the St. Bernadette Annual Fund
Our 2011 Annual Fund is well under way! Since the campaign began with a letter to
our Alumni from the Gatti Family, who spanned 10 years of education at St.
Bernadette School, we have already collected over $13,000. Thank you to all who have
so generously donated this year.
A donation envelope has been included with this edition of The Beacon. Your
financial support, in any amount, towards tuition assistance or the school endowment
fund will help to ensure our school’s future. All donations to the St. Bernadette Annual
Fund are tax deductible. Please consider a donation towards the 2011 Annual Fund!
Our school children and their families thank you!
DONORS of $100.00 to $499.00:
Anonymous Donor ~ Joseph Boyle, ’83, in memory of Joseph A. Coll ~ Catherine Nash Maglione, ’65, in memory of Rosemary Nash DiBona ~
Anonymous Alumni ’69 ~ Dana McBride Breslin, ’64, in memory of Daniel and Lola McBride ~ Nancy Kramer Carden, ’81 ~
Don Skahan, ’67, in memory of Shawn Dougherty ~ Judy Amoroso Rabik, ’74, in memory of Dolly and Bill Gatti ~ Joe Lang, ’60 ~
Ken Vassallo, ’75, in memory of Thomas Ginter, ’75 ~ Mr. and Mrs. T.C. Lewandowski, in memory of Jean Lewandowski ~
Megan Weil Latshaw, ’91 ~ John J. Silvasi, Jr.,‘62 and Katharine Orr Silvasi, ’62 ~ Van Gatti, ’67, in memory of William J. and Ruth Gatti ~
Judy Cady and the Neighbors of Glenloch Way, in memory Kathleen Vogelman ~ Paul and Barbara DiBona ~
Norman A. Kropp ’60, in memory of Mr. and Mrs. Peter A. Kropp ~ Anonymous Alumna, ’59 ~
Mary Beth and Kevin ’82 Dougherty ~ Nora Cellini Serpente, ’62 and Robert Serpente, ’61 ~
Anonymous Alumna, ’63, in memory of Thomas J. Smith ~ Dante D’Egidio ’86 ~ Catherine Glatts, ’69 ~
James M. Kirk, ’56, in memory of Thomas and Mary Kirk ~ Ed and Lisa Saulino Quintas, ’81 ~ Anonymous Donor, ’63 ~
David Glennon, in memory of Sue Glennon
DONORS of $500.00 to $2,000.00
Joe and Carolyn Graham Kilroy, ’82 ~ Sonya Hebding Churchman, ’82 ~ William Mattiace ~ Patricia Mangan, ’74 ~
John Nash, ’60, in memory of Rosemary Nash DiBona
Kathleen Costello Murphy, ’66, in memory of Richard V. and Mary M. Costello ~
Rosa Gatti, ’64, Bill Gatti, ’66, Van Gatti, ’67, Juliette Gatti Schlucter, ’70, and Gabrielle Gatti Procario, ‘74
Linda DeFrancesco Eastwood, ’61, in memory of Tom and Ida DeFrancesco ~ Stefanski Family
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The Wright Center for Early
Childhood Education

St. Leonie Aviat Statue Dedication
Saturday, May 14, 2011

At the 4:30 Mass on May 14, Cardinal Rigali will dedicate a
bronze statue commemorating the miracle that took place in
1992, when Saint Leonie Aviat interceded on behalf of
Bernadette McKenzie, a student at Saint Bernadette School.
Parishioners, friends, alumni are all welcome to attend the
Mass and dedication, which will be followed by a dinner
reception in O’Brien Hall.

The Wright Center for Early Childhood Education was
lovingly dedicated and blessed in the fall of 2010 in the name
of Reverend William A. Wright, Pastor of St. Bernadette
Parish from 1989 until his death in 2008. This beautiful,
child-friendly facility houses the Mother’s Morning Out
Program for 2 - 3 year-olds, the Lunch Bunch Program for 3
- 4 year-old preschool children and half-day kindergarten
students, and the CARES Program for children Preschool to
8th grade. It is our hope that the Wright Center will serve as
a lasting affirmation of Father Wright’s commitment to the
parish community, and an extension of his legacy well into
future generations. The Wright Center is located on the first
floor of the former convent, the building between the school
and the church.
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Want to see what’s happening
at St. Bernadette School
today? Visit our website at
www.st-bernadette.org, or
become a fan on Facebook by
searching “St. Bernadette of
Lourdes School”

Mailing Address
Street Number and Name
City, State 98765-4321
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